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Biking is an excellent form of exercise and a very inex-
pensive form of transportation. It can be less than
enjoyable when a bike ride turns into an accident. These
bike accidents can cause catastrophic injuries because
you don't have much protection from the elements and
the impact. Our job is to help guide you through this dif-
ficult time. Our Utah bike accident attorney would be glad to sit down with you
for a free consultation to go over what your legal options are and how to get you
the most compensation possible.

TYPES OF BIKE ACCIDENT
INJURIES

Bike accidents, as mentioned prior, are potentially catastrophic. You take the
full impact from a car or truck and then you have the added consequences of
the impact with the ground if you're thrown from the bike. The most common
types of bike accident injuries include:

» Cuts and lacerations

M

Concussion or traumatic brain injury

M

Tendon, nerve, or tissue damage

Broken bones and fractures

M

M

Spinal cord injury

These injuries have the potential to permanently damage you and change your
life forever. The good thing about a bike accident claim is that the amount of
compensation you get is related to your injuries. If you are terribly injured from
your bike accident, you won't just be offered a flat rate award. It will be awarded
based on your medical bills, lost wages, and out-of-pocket expenses.
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IMPORTANT FIRST
STEPS AFTER THE
ACCIDENT

Your body and your physical health are more
important than anything following the accident.
If you are knocked unconscious, odds are you
will be taken on an ambulance to the emergency
room. If you are conscious, but feel like you are
too injured to move or to do anything at the scene, you should also get on the
ambulance.

If you are injured but not in life-threatening danger, you should take some time
to collect evidence before you get your injuries checked out. For those who are
unable to, you can have a friend, family member, or attorney do this part for
you. Photos and videos need to be taken of any physical evidence of the scene.
That includes your bike, the other car, any debris in the street, the tire marks,
a general overview video of the whole area, etc. Anything you think is important
probably is. You also want contact info from witnesses as well as the insurance
info from the driver who hit you.

DEALING WITH INSURANCE
COMPANIES

Our job as a Utah bike accident attorney is to get you the most compensation
possible. The job of the liable party’s insurance company is to do the oppo-
site. They would be happy if you got no compensation whatsoever. They want to
reduce or eliminate your claim. They do this by asking you for a recorded state-
ment. They will call you very shortly after the accident while you are still recov-
ering and they will ask you to give them a recorded statement. You should never
give them a statement. They are trained to ask you questions that will make you
seem like you are the at-fault party in the incident. You should tell them that if
they have any questions, they can ask your attorney.
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How COMPENSATION WORKS

In Utah, your compensation will be affected by the amount of fault you share in
the accident. You and your attorney should get to work right away so they can
get an idea of what they are working with. There are incidents where people on
a bike have to swiftly swerve into the street to avoid pedestrians and they would
share some fault. Then there are people who are totally following the rules of
the road and a driver does something negligent and the bike rider would have
no shared fault. If you are deemed 50% or more at fault for the accident, you
will be barred from compensation. If you share fault less than that, your com-
pensation will be reduced. For instance, if you share 20% of the fault and are
awarded $100,000, then you will be eligible for $80,000 of that award.

UTAH STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS

In Utah, you get four years from the date of the accident to bring your claim or
settle it in civil court. What you need to keep in mind is that you will not ben-
efit from waiting to bring your claim. Your case relies on evidence and witness
statements. If you wait three years to bring your claim, your witnesses’ memo-
ries will get fuzzy and if you haven't done evidence collection for this case, that
time you waited can make it really hard to build a good case.

FREQUENTLY ASKED
BIKE ACCIDENT
QUESTIONS

How Do I Pick the Right
Attorney ?

One of the most popular sports in Southern Utah is
mountain biking. If you've been injured in a bicycle
accident, it's important for you to hire the right attorney. You may be asking,
"How do I do that?”
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One, find an attorney who's got the experience in dealing with bicycle crashes.
Second, get somebody who focuses on that area, and doesn't just dabble in it.
Third, get a trial attorney. They're difficult cases and you have to prepare them
from the beginning as if you were going to have to go to trial, and let an insur-
ance company know that you're willing to go to trial, if that's what you need to
do.

What Mistakes Can [ Avoid?

When someone has been injured in a bicycle accident in the state of Utah, there
are several mistakes that can be made. Some of the most common ones that
| see are, number one, not seeking medical care as quickly as you can. If you
have been injured, it's important that you get to a doctor and seek treatment for
the injuries that you have as soon as you can. Number two, people will not fol-
low the recommendations of their doctors. If your doctor has given you instruc-
tions and recommended that you do something, it is important that you follow
that doctor’s recommendations.

Number three is people will wait to hire an attorney. An attorney can step Iin
early on Iin a case, help you organize, and help you avoid some of the pitfalls
that people make. Number four, when selecting an attorney, people will not
hire a trial attorney. A trial attorney is someone who is willing to take your case
into court and to a jury verdict. Insurance companies know who the trial attor-
neys are, and they value cases that are run by trial attorneys differently than
cases that are ran by individuals who are unwilling to take a case to trial.

What Do I Do After a Bike Accident?

When someone has been seriously injured in a bicycle accident in the state of
Utah, there are a number of things that they should do right away. First, they
need to seek medical care for any injuries that they have. It's important for
an individual to get into a doctor and understand what injuries they have and
what they can do to heal from those injuries. Second, it's important to follow
the instructions and recommendations of your doctor. An insurance company is
going to look and see if you've followed the instructions of your doctors, and if
you didn't, the insurance company is going to offer less value for your case.
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Third, it's important that you hire an attorney early on in your case. An attorney
can help you organize, and help you avoid some of the common mistakes and
pitfalls that people fall into on their own. Fourth, it's important that you hire a
trial attorney. A trial attorney is an individual who is willing to take your case to
a jury verdict. Insurance companies know who the trial attorneys are and offer
more value for cases that are being run by trial attorneys.

How Much is My Case Worth?

If you've been injured in a bicycle crash, you may
be wondering, "How much is my case worth? If you
contact us early on, that's a very difficult thing for
us to answer. Part of the reason for that is because
we need to see what happens with your treatment.
We need to see if the medical treatment that you
get helps you, if it gets you back to work, and gets
you back to doing the things you love to do. All of
those things have to go into it to deciding what the value of the case is.

How is a Bike Accident Different?

If you have been injured on a bicycle in the state of Utah, there are a few differ-
ences that you need to understand that are different from when you're injured in
a vehicle. First off, bicycles typically don't carry the same type of liability insur-
ance that you would have if you were riding in a vehicle. Second, the injuries are
typically more extensive. If you have been injured on a bicycle, we suggest that
you get medical care immediately to help you understand what your injuries are
and how to make a full, physical recovery. Third, we recommend that you hire
an experienced bicycle attorney who understands how the different insurances
interact with each other, and preferably a trial attorney who has a reputation
and is known for taking cases to trial and to a jury verdict.

Should I Give a Recorded Statement?

If you've been hit on your bicycle in the state of Utah, you're probably going to
get a call from the insurance company for the driver of the car that hit you, and
they're going to want to take your recorded statement. | recommend that you
not give them a recorded statement without talking to an attorney first. The

WENSON
WWW.SWENSONSHELLEY.COM - (435) 220-3066 S SSHELS,_?:Y

< 3dI1InND INIdAIDOV IT1TD0AD1Y HVLIN

ATITTIHS NVIYYg ANV NOSNIMS NIAITY

I



Insurance companies train their adjusters to get the information that they need
to help their case and hurt your case. They try to do that right at the beginning
of a case and use it against you.

What If I'm Partially at Fault?

A lot of people wonder, after they've been injured in a bicycle crash, "What if |
am partially at fault?” We have these conversations with people and explain to
them that you still can make a recovery, even if you were partially at fault. In
Utah, you can bear some of the responsibility and some of that fault and still
make a recovery against an insurance carrier.

What if I'm Hurt Due to a Pothole?

If you're riding a bicycle and you happen to be injured by a pothole or poorly
maintained road, you may have a claim. It may also have a shorter time period
to bring that claim because it's against the city, state, or county, and you still
have to prove that they did something wrong and that they were at fault.

CALL Our UTtAH OFFICE TODAY

Going to an attorney right away, as you probably have gathered, is so important
to having a successful claim. We want you to know that our Utah bike accident
attorney is here to talk to you to go over all of your legal options and create a
plan to get you the post compensation possible. We work hard to make you
feel like a priority. Please do not hesitate to call our Utah office today for a free
consultation.
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