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If you have been hurt on a boat, you are probably feeling 
extremely frustrated and scared. Your finances might 
be at risk due to lost wages from being out of work as 
well as unexpected medical bills. It is hard to deal with 
knowing that all of this could have been avoided. Our 
Utah boating accident attorney is here to help you get 

the compensation that you need. Once you read up about your case, don’t hesi-
tate to call our office to set up a free consultation to go over the details of your 
boating accident claim and find out what your legal options are.

Common Boating Accident 
Injuries
Typically when you are on a boat, there are not very many safety precautions. 
You may not be wearing a seat belt and many times people get on a boat with-
out putting on their lifejacket. Because of the lax nature of being on a boat, the 
risk for more severe injuries increases. The most common boating accident 
injuries we see people get include:

 » Broken bones and fractures

 » Internal organ injury

 » Traumatic brain injury or concussion

 » Cuts and lacerations

 » Paralysis

If you suspect you have an injury, the first thing you should do after your acci-
dent is seek out medical care. Your health is the most important thing and you 
want to make sure you are on the mend as soon as possible. If you delay seeking 
medical attention, you run the risk of having the insurance company deny your 
claim on the basis that your injuries could not possibly need compensation if 
they were not bad enough to send you right to a doctor. Even if you have adren-
aline in your body and you don’t really feel the full extent of your injuries, you 
should still seek medical attention. It is also important that you get immediate 
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medical attention so that we have documented proof of all the injuries you have 
sustained. We will use your medical records as a means to show the insurance 
company that they owe you compensation.

Utah Statute of 
Limitations
For most personal injury claims, including boat-
ing accidents, you have four years from the date 
of your accident to bring your claim or settle it 
in civil court. This might seem like you have so 
much time to contact an attorney, but it is not 
advised to wait a significant amount of time to 
do so. These cases can be complicated and your 
attorney needs time to find out who the liable party is, get all of your records 
together, and start building a strong case to present to the insurance company. 
Waiting will not be beneficial for you. In fact, the sooner you hire an attorney, 
the better. Additionally, you should not wait until four years to talk to an attor-
ney. If the deadline has passed, there is nothing we can do to help you. If you 
wait until a week before, we most likely cannot help you anymore as we need 
that time to build your case.

Avoid Talking to the 
Insurance Company
When the insurance company for the liable party comes calling, the best thing 
you can do is refer them to your attorney. They will be asking you for a recorded 
statement and claim that it will help them help you in your case. This is not 
something you want to give them if you are interested in full and fair compen-
sation. They are trained to ask you questions that put you in a bad spot. Any 
answers that you give that might make it seem like the accident was your fault 
or that your injuries aren’t too bad, they will use that against you in their pursuit 
to reduce your claim or throw it out altogether.
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How Boating Accident 
Compensation Works
Utah is a shared fault state which means you can receive compensation but if 
you are deemed to be 50% or more at fault, then you will be barred. If you share 
fault less than 50%, then your compensation will be reduced. For example, 
if you are awarded $10,000 for your injuries, but have 20% shared fault, your 
award will be reduced to $8,000 to account for your role in the accident. That is 
why it is so important for us to keep you from making case-ruining mistakes by 
talking to the insurance company. 

Frequently Asked 
Boating Accident 
Questions

How Do I Pick the Right 
Attorney?
Utah has some great lakes and great places to do 
boating and jet skiing. If you’ve been injured in any 

of those activities, you may be wondering, “What do I do to find an attorney who 
can help me in that situation?” 

Find somebody who has experience in boating accidents. Find somebody who 
knows how to handle that type of a case, who has handled those types of cases, 
and who has a personal injury practice that deals with watercraft and boating 
accidents.

The final thing I would say in that area is to get somebody who’s a trial attorney, 
knows how to try the case, and will prepare the case for trial, if it has to go that 
far. Let the insurance company know right from the beginning that if it has to 
go to trial, you’re willing and prepared and you’ve got the backup to do that. 
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What Mistakes Can I Avoid?
One of the most common mistakes that people make when they’ve been involved 
in a boating accident in the state of Utah is not seeking immediate medical care 
for their injuries. If you have been injured, it’s important that you get into a doc-
tor and seek the medical care that you need in order to make a full, physical 
recovery. Another mistake is not following the recommendations of your doc-
tor. If your doctor has instructed you to do something, or recommended that 
you do something, it is important that you follow that doctor’s instructions. 

Mistake number three is not hiring an attorney. An attorney can step into a case 
early on and help organize it to avoid some of the common mistakes and pitfalls 
that people will fall into. 

Mistake number four is hiring an attorney that is not a trial attorney. Insurance 
companies know who a trial attorney is and who is not, and they treat trial attor-
neys differently. They are willing to settle the cases that are being run by trial 
attorneys for more value. 

What Do I Do After a Boat 
Accident?
If you have been injured in a boating accident in 
the state of Utah, know that there are a number of 
things that you need to do right away. First, you need 
to seek medical care for any injuries that you have. 
Get to a doctor to help you understand what your 
injuries are and what you need to do to heal from 
those injuries. Second, it’s important that you follow 

any recommendations and instructions from your doctor. The insurance com-
pany is going to look and see if you’ve followed the doctor’s instructions, and if 
you did not, they will offer less value on your case. 

Third, you need to seek the help of an attorney right away. An attorney can step 
in and help organize your case and can help you avoid some of the common 
mistakes and pitfalls that people fall into on their own. Fourth, it’s important 
that when selecting an attorney, you choose one who is a trial attorney. A trial 
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attorney is someone who is willing to take your case to a jury verdict. The insur-
ance companies know who the trial attorneys are and they treat cases run by 
trial attorneys differently than cases that are run by an attorney that is unwill-
ing to take a case to a jury verdict.

How Much is My Case Worth?
Determining the value of a boating accident case can be difficult early on. The 
medical bills need to be looked at, the medical treatment needs to be looked 
at, and the amount of additional medical bills that will be incurred need to be 
looked at. Any time missed from work needs to be looked at. You also need to 
consider things that might prevent you from doing the things you really like, 
and what limitations you will have in the future. All of those are components 
that calculate the damage for a boating accident.

Who is the Liable Party?
If you have been injured in a boating accident or a 
personal watercraft accident in the state of Utah, 
you should know that the responsible parties can 
be the boat owner, the boat driver, or the insur-
ance policies that are carried by those individuals. 
A lot of times, people have questions about who is 
responsible when you’re out on the lake. 

Should I Talk to the Insurance Company?
If you’ve been involved in a boating or watercraft accident in the state of Utah, 
you’ll probably get a call from the insurance company that represents the other 
person involved, and they’ll want to take your recorded statement. I recommend 
that you not give them a recorded statement until you’ve had the opportunity to 
talk to an attorney. They want to take the recorded statements because they’re 
trained to get the information that helps their case early on. They try to make 
your case worse before you know what’s going on with your injuries. Don’t give 
them a recorded statement without talking to an attorney. 
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How Long Will This Case Take?
You may be wondering, “How long is it going to take to settle my boating acci-
dent case in the state of Utah?” The answer to that question depends on a num-
ber of factors. One of the big factors is what injuries you sustained, and how 
long it is going to take you to recover from those injuries. Once you have made 
a recovery from your injuries, we can gather up the medical bills and records 
that we would use to negotiate a settlement on your claim. In many cases, we 
are able to negotiate a settlement on your claim with the insurance company. 
However, if the insurance company is unwilling to offer full and fair value on 
your case, we then would file litigation and put your case into the court system.

Understand that we are always pushing aggressively to try to bring your case 
to a resolution, but also understand that you only get to settle these cases one 
time, and we want to make sure that you get full and fair compensation. 

Call Our Office Today for a 
Free Consultation
It is quite frustrating to have to deal with unexpected medical bills if your acci-
dent was caused by someone else’s negligence. We understand what you are 
going through and we have represented many other boating accident clients. 
It is a stressful time and we want to get rid of the added weight of a personal 
injury claim. Let us take over the legal aspects of your claim and allow yourself 
to take this time to heal and recover. You are a priority to us and we want you to 
feel like one. If you want a skilled and experienced Utah boating accident attor-
ney, please do not hesitate to call our office today to set up a free consultation.
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